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We interpret scripture based on its original intended context 
 - Love 
 - Slavery 
 - Friendship 
  
1.  Slavery 
 a)  Greek word “Doulos” means slave 
 
 b)  Bondservants are a specific type of slave 
 
Deuteronomy 15:12-15  “If a fellow Hebrew, a man or a woman, sells 
himself to you and serves you six years, in the seventh year you must let 
him go free.  And when you release him, do not send him away empty-
handed.  Supply him liberally from your flock, your threshing floor and 
your winepress.  Give to him as the Lord your God has blessed you.  
Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the LORD your God 
redeemed you.  That is why I give you this command today.”   

Exodus 21:1-6 “These are the laws you are to set before them: “If you 
buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh 
year, he shall go free, without paying anything. If he comes alone, he is 
to go free alone; but if he has a wife when he comes, she is to go with 
him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, 
the woman and her children shall belong to her master, and only the 
man shall go free. “But if the servant declares, ‘I love my master and my 
wife and children and do not want to go free,’ then his master must take 
him before the judges He shall take him to the door or the doorpost and 
pierce his ear with an awl. Then he will be his servant for life.” 

 
 
 
 
 



2. Love 
 a)  Jesus is a bondservant too 

Philippians 2:6-8 “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even death on a 
cross!” 

 b)  Jesus has lived out whatever service He calls us to 
 
 c)  Jesus calls us to a posture of love, humility and sacrifice 
 
3.  Friendship 
 
John 15:14 “You are my friends if you do what I command.” 
 
 a)  Jesus chooses us as His friends 
 
 b)  A friend of Jesus bears fruit 
 
 c)  A friend of Jesus loves others 
 
Questions for reflection: 
 
1. What can I do for others? 
 
2.  Where are the places in my life that I am not obeying Jesus? 
 
3. Who / What are ways that I can love others this week. 
 
 
 
 
  


