
“When Life Gives You Lemons”
James 5:7-11

Sermon Series:  Fruits of the Spirit

Pastor Lorne Willms                                                                     July 10, 2016

Patience literally means long suffering

God’s patience:  God is slow to anger and abounding in love

Why didn’t Jonah want to go to Nineveh?

"O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I 
was so quick to flee to Tarshish.  I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity.” Jonah 4:2

Lessons on patience from James 5:

1. Patience is a life-long practice

“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.” 
James 5:7

2. Patience is the way of life for God’s people 

“as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.” James 5:10

3. Patience is rewarded later

“You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is 
near . . .  You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen 
what the Lord finally brought about.” James 5:8, 11



Applications. How to grow in patience:

1. This is the work of the Holy Spirit in you

2. Take time for God to produce patience in you

3. Allow God’s patience with you to shape your patience with others

How does the fruit of the Spirit guide your relationships with 
neighbors, friends and others? How does patience shape your 
conversations?
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